
Italian  

Heritage  

Society 

Reaching out to promote,  
preserve and share inherited 
Italian values of religion,  
family, art, history, music,  
food and camaraderie. 

For membership information: 
Gus Raggio 

graggio@myninestar.net 
(317) 335-1062 

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long Term Care • IRA 

Knights of Columbus 
INSURANCE 

DON R. MURPHY 

317-532-7330                       don.murphy@kofc.org 

SHELBYVILLE ROAD 
VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

Timothy J. Thunell, D.V.M. 

10% discount to  
Holy Rosary parishioners! 

784-ARRF (2773)  

784-MEOW (6369) 

Open M-F 8 am-6 p.m.; Sat 8 am-noon 

5120 Shelbyville Road 
corner of Shelbyville Rd & Emerson Ave 
1 mi. south of I-465 Emerson Ave exit 

www.shelbyvilleroadvet.com 
Closed on Feast of the Circumcision, 
Good Friday, Holy Saturday, Ascension 
Thursday, the Assumption of the BVM, 

Feast of All Saints, Feast of the  
Immaculate Conception and both the 
Vigil of and the Nativity of Our Lord. 

Michael Farrell 
(317) 255-0062  

a local Catholic company with over 17 years experience 

See our video at www.grandviewlending.com 

Lending based on family values: 

Honesty Å Sincerity Å Integrity 

Purchase, refinance, conventional,  

reverse, FHA, VA home loans 

                                                    Pizza and Beef  
 

Serving the Holy Rosary Neighborhood & Downtown Indy 

Top Quality Pizza and Italian Beef ! 

Delivery or Pickup 

We Specialize in Catering 

(317) 203-7110  

619 Virginia Ave. 
Parishioners Bev & Bob Jaeger 

Show this ad for invoice pricing on all in-stock new cars 

750 U.S. 31 North, Greenwood Å (317) 534-2247 Å tomobriengreenwood.com 

or talk to Holy Rosary parishioner Paul Neuendorf  

Fecunditas Mulierum FertilityCare TM Center  

José A. Ocampo-Mora, FCP 

CREIGHTON MODEL FertilityCareTM System     
Understand & Control Your Reproductive Health 

Available in English and Spanish, in-person or long-distance 

317.786.0520                                            fecunditasindy@gmail.com 

Advertise in the Bulletin: Call 317-636-4478 

Confessions: 

Before Sunday Masses as time allows, 

about 30 minutes before each weekday 

Mass, or by appointment.  

Public Recitation of the Rosary: 

English: Sunday at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

Spanish: right after 11:30 Sunday Mass.  

Weddings: 

Weddings can be scheduled only after 

meeting with the pastor at least six 

months in advance of the ceremony.  

Baptisms: 

Please contact Teresa Gorsage at the par-

ish office or teresa@holyrosaryindy.org 

to schedule baptisms and required baptis-

mal instruction. 

Joining the Parish: 

Parish Registration Forms can be found 

in the rotating rack in the vestibule. Com-

pleted forms can be placed in the collec-

tion basket or mailed to the office. 

Parish Staff and Leadership: 

The Rev. C. Ryan McCarthy, STD ................................ Pastor 

The Rev. Mr. Luke Reese ............................................ Deacon 

Teresa Gorsage ............... Coordinator of Religious Education 

Elizabeth Welch .............................................. Music Director 
David Walden ............................ Director of Communications 

Christine Traina ............................... Parish Council President 

Carl Miller ..................................... Finance Council President 

CENTRAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL:  

1155 E. Cameron St., Indianapolis, IN 46203 Å 317-783-7759 Å fax 317-781-5964  

Kelly England .......................................................... Principal 

520 Stevens St. Å Indianapolis, IN 46203 

phone: 317-636-4478 Å fax: 317-636-2522 

emergency number: 317-721-6520 

e-mail address: info@holyrosaryindy.org  

Website: www.holyrosaryindy.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/holyrosaryindy 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/holyrosaryindy 

La Chiesa del Santo Rosario  

Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

June 19, 2016 

Ordinary Form: 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Extraordinary Form: 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Anglican Use: 

Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

The Italian Parish of Indianapolis 



Saturday, June 18, 2016 

4:30 p.m. ð Ordinary Form (Sung) 

 Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Z Donn Miles  

Sunday, June 19, 2016 

8 a.m. ð Anglican Use (Sung) 

 Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

 Z Vince Gatto 

9:30 a.m. ð Ordinary Form (Sung) 

 Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Z Robert Frei 

11:30 a.m. ð Extraordinary Form (Sung) 

 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost (2nd class) 
 Pro populo 

Monday, June 20, 2016 

7:30 a.m. ð Ordinary Form  

 Feria 

 Luke & Gina Reese (wedding anniversary) 

Noon — Extraordinary Form  
 Feria (4th class) 

 Z Mr. & Mrs. Gus Caito Sr. 

Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

7:30 a.m. — No Mass (priests convocation)  

Wednesday, June 22, 2016 

7:30 a.m. — No Mass (priests convocation)  

Noon ð Extraordinary Form & Exposition 

 St. Paulinus of Nola (3rd class) 

 Intentions of David Siefker 

(Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 12:30 -5:45) 

5:45 p.m. — Benediction (No Evensong) 

Thursday, June 23, 2016 

7:30 a.m. ð Ordinary Form  

 Feria 

 Conversion of sinners 

9:30 a.m. ð Motherôs Holy Hour 
(social meeting will be in upstairs classroom) 

Friday, June 24, 2016 

7:30 a.m. ð Ordinary Form  

 Nativity of St. John the Baptist (Solemnity) 

 Conversion of sinners  

5 p.m. — No Evensong 

5:45 p.m. — Extraordinary Form (Sung) 

 Nativity of St. John the Baptist (1st class) 

 Z Alice Mitchel 

Saturday, June 25, 2016 

10 a.m. — No Mass (Priestly Ordinations at 

Cathedral of SS. Peter & Paul) 

4:30 p.m. ð Ordinary Form (Sung) 

 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Z Hugh Smith  

Sunday, June 26, 2016 

8 a.m. ð Anglican Use (Sung) 

 Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

 Pro populo 

9:30 a.m. ð Ordinary Form (Sung) 

 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Z Shalonda Lilly 

11:30 a.m. ð Extraordinary Form (Sung) 

 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost (2nd class) 

 Intentions of Francie OôMahony 
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Be a Radioactive Catholic: Tune in to Catholic Radio 89.1 FM & 90.9 FM 

Liturgical schedule for the week 

MASS INTENTIONS: The standard stipend for Masses is $10. Requests should indicate whether people are living or de-
ceased, and must be typed or written legibly. We will attempt to honor requested dates, but cannot guarantee availability. 
We recommend requests be made at least eight months in advance. Except in the year of an individualôs death, no more 
than 12 Saturday evening/Sunday Masses may be requested for the repose of his soul in a calendar year. Intentions that 
cannot be offered here within a year of reception are subject to being sent to the archdiocesan Mission Office. Make 
checks payable to Holy Rosary Church.  

be here Saturday, June 25, following the 10 

a.m. Mass. Participants will process 

through the neighborhood as they provide 

witness and prayers for the protection of 

Life, religious freedom and marriage. For 

more information, contact Eric at faith-

ful.citizens2016@gmail.com. 

¶ The St. Vincent de Paul Distribution 

Center at 1201 E. Maryland St. is in real 

need of volunteers to assist in warehouse 

operations Saturday, June 25. This effort 

involves serving clients in need of house-

hold goods (furniture, appliances, kitchen-

ware, clothing, etc.) at the distribution cen-

ter as well as volunteer truck drivers/helpers 

to pick up similar donated goods within the 

metro area on that day. Men and women of 

high school age and older are generally 

needed between 8 a.m. and about noon to 

effectively satisfy these needs. For direc-

tions, more information and alternate work 

dates, contact parishioner Dave Nealy at 

317-535-8228 or 317-354-5134. First-time 

volunteers are especially appreciated and 

can team with experienced volunteers. 

¶ Birthline, a program of the archdiocesan 

Office of Pro-Life and Family Life, contin-

ues to experience an increasing number of 

families needing assistance. It needs dona-

tions of new or clean-and-gently-used paja-

mas, sizes 24-month and 2-T for both boys 

and girls. Donations can be dropped off 

Mondays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 

Catholic Center. Items may also be ordered 

online and delivered to Birthline, 1400 N. 

Meridian St., Indianapolis, IN 46202. All 

donations are tax deductible. For more in-

formation, contact Keri Carroll at 317-236-

1521 or kcarroll@archindy.org. 

¶ For the fifth consecutive year, the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops is 

supporting a “Fortnight for Freedom,” 

June 21 to July 4, a 14-day period of prayer, 

education and action in support of religious 

freedom. This yearôs theme is, ñWitness to 

Freedom.ò Parishioners are encouraged to 

participate in various opportunities for 

prayer and action to ensure the integrity of 

this most cherished freedom. For more in-

formation and to access various resources, 

please visit www.usccb.org/fortnight or 

www.archindy.org/faithfulcitizenship. 

¶ Lumen Christi Catholic High School will 

offer a high school health class Aug. 17-

19; homeschoolers in grades 9-12 are in-

vited to enroll. More information will be 

made available in future bulletins. 

¶ Items for the bulletin must be submitted 

in writing no later than noon Wednesday. 

FamilyHoliness.com 
Check it out! 

Save the Family, Save the World! 
Sponsored by Homeward Bound Properties Inc. 
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Five Star Catering 

2353 E. Perry Road 

Plainfield, IN 46168 

317-839-9990 

info@fivestarc.com 

mailto:info@fivestarc.com


bule. Those who missed Family Forma-

tion in May are asked to pick up their home 

packets from the same blue bin. 

¶ Spirituality for Children and the adult 

apologetics class will meet Sunday, June 

26, after the 11:30 a.m. Mass. 

¶ The story, messages and prayer cenacle of 

the Flame of Love Movement will be fea-

tured at an informational meeting here 

Wednesday, June 22, from 7 p.m. to 8:45 

p.m. in our first-floor classroom. All who 

are interested may attend. The Flame of 

Love is from the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary; it is a special grace given to the 

Church today to heal spiritual blindness and 

bring about conversion to God. Messages 

were given from Jesus and Mary to a Hun-

garian, Elizabeth Kindelmann (d. 1985), 

who recorded them in a diary, which re-

ceived Church approval and imprimatur in 

2009. The meeting is sponsored by the Our 

Lady of Guadalupe Prayer Group. 

¶ All are invited to celebrate the 20th anni-

versary of Fr. Dennis Duvelius’ ordina-

tion. He will be offering a Sung Mass in the 

Extraordinary Form at Holy Rosary on 

Wednesday, June 29th, at 7 p.m. 

¶ Thank you for registering your children in 

our parishôs first Vacation Bible School 

program June 27-July 1. We are looking 

for adult volunteers to assist with decora-

tions, sign-in, games, music and picnic. To 

volunteer, contact Caren at lemark-

fam@gmail.com. 

¶ Holy Rosary’s hospitality club is always 

on the hunt for members. Are you the baker 

of your neighborhood? Great at arranging 

flowers? Like serving pie or able to cook an 

occasional casserole? Then St. Martha’s 

Guild is for you! There are no meetings, 

only intermittent opportunities to lend a 

helping hand when you are able. If you 

would like to be added to the e-mail list, 

contact Caren at lemarkfam@gmail.com. 

¶ Please pray for our sick and shut-in 

friends: Archbishop-emeritus Daniel 

Buechlein, Steve Bussell, John Caito, Katie 

Cecil, Son Hui Christensen, Sharon Conrad, 

Carol Craig, Jody Gassert, William Kuenzel, 

Josephine Lombardo, Marie Ann Mascari, 

Fernando Mora, Sidia Mora, John Paul Re-

insch, Gus Sansone, Jan Short, Theresa Sie-

fker, Thomas Spahn, Gus Stinnett, Mike 

Swogger, Lynn Trott, Sister Rita Vukovic, 

Mitchell Weust and Fr. James Wilmoth. 

¶ Faithful Citizens Rosary Crusade will 

Announcements 
continued from Page 3 

FamilyCatechism.com 
Check it out! 

Youôll be glad you did for all Eternity! 
Sponsored by Homeward Bound Properties Inc. 
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ALTAR  M EMORIAL  C ANDLES  

This week, the candles on either side of our high 

altar burn for: 

+Mike Navarra 

+Billy & Alice DeLaCruz 

To have the deceased remembered for a week, 

send $5 and his or her name to the parish office. 
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Announcements 

¶ We will take up a second collection next 

weekend for Peterôs Pence, the works of the 

Holy Father. Please read Archbishop 

Tobinôs letter on Page 5. 

¶ The annual Holy Rosary Blood Drive is 

today (Sunday) from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 

Bloodmobile will be parked in front of 

church, and walkup donors will be accepted. 

¶ Please pray for the repose of the souls of 

Jeanne Duvelius and Rosalind Mitchel. 

Mrs. Duvelius, who died last Saturday, was 

the mother of our former associate pastor, Fr. 

Dennis Duvelius. Mrs. Mitchel, who died 

this past Monday, had been a parishioner 

here for many years. We extend our deepest 

condolences to both of their families and all 

of their friends. May their souls and the souls 

of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 

¶ Registration for Family Formation, 

First Communion and Confirmation will 

take place June 25 through July 12. More 

information will be in next weekôs bulletin. 

Volunteers, catechists and teen also are 

needed to make the program a success. 

Please contact Teresa Gorsage at 317-636-

4478 if interested in volunteering. 

¶ The Italian Street Festival Planning 

Committee thanks everyone for their sup-

port. Through countless hours of volunteer-

ing, attending the festival and, most impor-

tantly, praying for it, we came together as a 

parish and hosted the premier festival in In-

dianapolis. You have the committeeôs most 

heartfelt appreciation. (Also see Page 8 for 

an open letter to parishioners from the com-

mittee chairman.) 

¶ The social time after Thursdayôs Mother’s 

Holy Hour will be in our second-floor 

classroom this week. 

¶ Friday is the Nativity of St. John the 

Baptist. As a solemnity and first-class feast, 

it is not a day of penitential observance. In 

addition to our usual 7:30 a.m. Mass in the 

Ordinary Form, we will have a Sung Mass 

in the Extraordinary Form at 5:45 p.m. 

¶ This is the last weekend First Commun-

ion and Confirmation certificates can be 

picked up in the blue bin in the church vesti-

Continued on page 10 

ORDINARY FORM LECTORS 
4:30 Saturday 9:30 Sunday 

June 18:  J. Perry June 19: M. Matthews 

June 25:  Z. Williams June 26: K. Barnes 

BY THE NUMBERS 

Offertory Collections (includes online giving) 

Regular collection, June 11-12 $      8,323.50 

Education of Future Priests              85.00 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul              35.00 

Rectory Fund              20.00 

Parish operating expenses/week       11,104.50 

Collection budgeted/week         8,500.00 

Weekly collection deficit             (176.50) 

Fiscal Year (begins July 1) 

Regular collections $  424,677.22 

Parish operating expenses       555,224.50 

Collections budgeted       425,000.00 

Total collections deficit            (322.78) 

Confessions 

Week of June 5               38 

Attendance 

Daily Masses, week of June 5      181 

Sunday Masses, June 11-12     779 
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ñThe individual bishops are the visible 

source and foundation of unity in their 

own particular Churches.ò As such, they 

ñexercise their pastoral office over the 

portion of the People of God assigned to 

them,ò assisted by priests and deacons 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 886). 

B ishops (and, as in our case, an 

archbishops) have three important and 

interrelated roles they fulfill in their minis-

try to their people: 

¶ They are the first teachers of the faith.   

¶ They are the sacramental connection 

with Christ through His Apostolic Church, 

and so sanctify the Church as the main in-

strument of Godôs grace in their (arch)

dioceses.   

¶ They are tasked with governing the 

Church, are given a geographic area over 

which they have jurisdiction, and lead the 

Church ñin the person of Christ, head of the 

Church.ò 

Church documents will speak of the three-

fold gifts (munera) or ministries of bishops, 

which their priests directly share in: teach-

ing, sanctifying and governance. The priest, 

through the sacrament of orders, directly 

participates in the bishopôs mission to his 

people. The bishop, who receives his au-

thority by the jurisdiction and episcopal 

consecration (ordination) he is given, dele-

gates his priests to administer parishes and 

other ecclesial institutions in his name. In 

fact, one could say that the ex officio power 

of governance in a given jurisdiction is the 

major difference between a priest and a 

bishop. Priests participate in that govern-

ance by administering the sacraments, 

teaching and overseeing the teaching of the 

faithful entrusted to them, and by the stew-

ardship they exercise over the material 

goods of the Church in their administration 

of parishes and other institutions. 

The teaching authority of the Church is 

often referred to as the Magisterium, as ex-

plained by the Catechism (890-892): 

The mission of the Magisterium is linked 

to the definitive nature of the covenant 

established by God with his people in 

Christ. It is this Magisteriumôs task to pre-

serve Godôs people from deviations and 

defections and to guarantee them the ob-

jective possibility of professing the true 

faith without error. Thus, the pastoral duty 

of the Magisterium is aimed at seeing to it 

that the People of God abides in the truth 

that liberates. To fulfill this service, Christ 

endowed the Churchôs shepherds with the 

charism of infallibility in matters of faith 

and morals. The exercise of this charism 

takes several forms: 

ñThe Roman Pontiff, head of the college 

of bishops, enjoys this infallibility in vir-

tue of his office, when, as supreme pastor 

and teacher of all the faithful ð who con-

firms his brethren in the faith ð he pro-

claims by a definitive act a doctrine per-

taining to faith or morals.  é The infalli-

bility promised to the Church is also pre-

sent in the body of bishops when, together 

with Peterôs successor, they exercise the 

Continued on page 9 

Appunti del Parroco: a Message from the Pastor 

Bishops, priests and the Magisterium 
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S t. Barnabas was ñan excellent man, and full of the Holy Ghost, and of faith.ò 

He was originally called Joseph. The Apos-

tles gave him the 

name of Barnabas 

(Son of Consola-

tion), to indicate 

that he consoled and encouraged others by 

his supernatural enthusiasm and power of 

speaking.  

St. Barnabas is regarded by many only as 

an assistant and companion to the Apostles, 

as one resembling the Apostles; but many 

more and better reasons favor the opinion 

that Barnabas, like St. Paul, was an apostle 

in the strict sense of the term. In conse-

quence of a supernatural revelation, Paul 

and Barnabas were ordained with prayer 

and the imposing of hands, and furnished 

with all authority; they were to complete 

the Apostolic College and to take the place 

of the two Saints James, of whom the elder 

had suffered martyrdom, and the younger 

was restricted to the charge of the Mother-

Church of Jerusalem.  

St. Barnabas was a Levite and came from 

Cyprus. It is probable that he belonged to 

the seventy-two disciples of the Lord. After 

having been consecrated Bishop at Antioch, 

he made (44 or 45) an extended missionary 

tour with St. Paul; later on he separated 

from him and labored chiefly in his native 

island Cyprus, where his renowned aposto-

late was crowned with martyrdom (between 

53-76).  

It is not certain, though probable, that St. 

Barnabas preached in Upper Italy. Toward 

the end of the fifth century, the body of the 

saint was discovered in a cave at Salamis, 

in Cyprus. His feast occurs on June 11, the 

day of his death. 

Saints of the  

Canon of the Mass 

 

óAn excellent man, full of the Holy Ghost and of faithô 

The Rev. Nicholas Gihr, in his work, The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, highlighted all of the saints 

who are mentioned in the Canon of the Mass. As space allows over the ensuing weeks and months, 
we will publish excerpts from the 1918 edition of his book. This is the 19th installment. 

supreme Magisterium,ò above all in an 

Ecumenical Council. When the Church 

through its supreme Magisterium pro-

poses a doctrine ñfor belief as being di-

vinely revealed,ò and as the teaching of 

Christ, the definitions ñmust be adhered to 

with the obedience of faith.ò This infalli-

bility extends as far as the deposit of di-

vine Revelation itself. 

Divine assistance is also given to the 

successors of the apostles, teaching in 

communion with the successor of Peter, 

and, in a particular way, to the bishop of 

Rome, pastor of the whole Church, when, 

without arriving at an infallible definition 

and without pronouncing in a ódefinitive 

manner,ò they propose in the exercise of 

the ordinary Magisterium a teaching that 

leads to better understanding of Revela-

tion in matters of faith and morals. To this 

ordinary teaching the faithful ñare to ad-

here to it with religious assentò which, 

though distinct from the assent of faith, is 

nonetheless an extension of it. 

Appunti del Parroco 
continued from Page 4 
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 Holy Rosary Catholic Church Å Italian Street Festival 
 520 Stevens Street, Indianapolis, IN 46203 

 
 

To the parishioners of Holy Rosary, 
 
Having just concluded this yearôs Italian Street Festival, I wanted to take a second to 

thank all of you. By all accounts the Street Festival was a rousing success, and it is due to 

the efforts that you gave throughout the weeks and months leading up to the event. 

Throughout the weekend, I could not have been more proud to be part of such a 

wonderful team of volunteers. You as a parish gave and gave and gave more when 

needed, and I heard nary a complaint. Last minute changes and reassignments of both 

personnel and booth locations were met with smiles and gratitude. Calls for help during 

the days leading up to the event were met with waves of support.   
 
To the committee members, please know that I am eternally grateful for all that you do. 

Challenges were met with enthusiasm and a smile, and the result of your hard work was 

evident the entire weekend. I am proud to have had the opportunity to lead a committee 

made up of such wonderful people, and am grateful to call you friends. 
 
Lastly, I would be remiss to leave out the families of all those who volunteered. The 

festival could not exist without your incredible support. To all of you who so willingly 

allowed your spouses and children to participate so fully in the execution of the festival, 

words will never express my gratitude.   
 
In the coming weeks, the full results of your efforts will be revealed, but for now I say, 

ñThank you.ò It is a great joy to be a part of this parish, and to have had the chance to 

organize this yearôs festival. I appreciate each and every one of you, as I know all of us 

on the committee do. Please give me any feedback from your time this year. This festival 

is only possible with your involvement. We are striving to make it an event in which we 

all have a wonderful experience, and we welcome any and all suggestions. Thank you to 

all, and letôs do it again next summer! 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

Mark Bockstahler 

Festival Chairman 
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The Most Reverend Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R. 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
 

1400 N. Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46202-2367 

 

 

 

 

ñThis is my commandment: love one another as I love you.ò (Jn 15:12) 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, the Peterôs Pence Collection is an opportunity to 

become a witness of charity to those who suffer most. Pope Francis has encouraged 

us to ñopen our eyes and see the misery of the world, the wounds of our brothers 

and sisters who are denied their dignity, and let us recognize that we are compelled 

to heed their cry for help!ò (Misericordiæ Vultus, [MV] no. 15). 

 

Through the Peterôs Pence Collection, we stand in solidarity with Catholics all over 

the world to support the charitable works of our Holy Father. Contributions to this 

collection support Pope Francis as he reaches out to those suffering the effects of 

war and violence, natural disasters and religious persecution. 

 

Pope Francis has told us that ñmercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and 

instills in us the courage to look to the future with hopeò (MV, no. 10). Please 

prayerfully consider participating in this collection on June 25-26 and becoming a 

witness of charity, a force of mercy that reaches out to those around the world. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ the Redeemer, 

 

 

 

Most Reverend Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R. 

Archbishop of Indianapolis 
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A fter having commented on several par-

ables about mercy, today we shall 

ponder on Jesusô first miracle, which John 

the Evangelist calls ñsigns,ò because Jesus 

doesnôt perform them in order to excite 

wonder but to reveal the love of the Father. 

The first of these miraculous signs is actu-

ally recounted by John (2:1-11) and takes 

places at Cana in Galilee. It is a kind of 

ñgateway,ò on which are engraved the 

words and expressions that illuminate the 

entire mystery of Christ and open the hearts 

of the disciples to the faith. Let us look at a 

few of them. 

In the introduction we find the expression 

ñJesus with His disciplesò (v. 2). Those 

whom Jesus called had to follow Him, He 

bound to Himself in a community and now, 

like a single family, they are all invited to a 

wedding. Thereby initiating His public min-

istry at the wedding at Cana, Jesus reveals 

Himself as the spouse of the People of God, 

proclaimed by the prophets, and reveals to 

us the depth of the relationship that unites 

us to Him: it is the new Covenant of love. 

What is at the foundation of our faith? An 

act of mercy by which Jesus binds us to 

Him. And the Christian life is the response 

to this love, it is like the history of two peo-

ple in love. God and man meet, seek, find, 

celebrate and love one another: just like the 

lovers in the Song of Songs. Everything 

else comes as a result of this relationship. 

The Church is the family of Jesus into 

which He pours His love; it is this love that 

the Church safeguards and desires to give to 

all. 

In the context of the Covenant, we are 

also to understand Our Ladyôs observation: 

ñThey have no wineò (v. 3). How can one 

celebrate a wedding feast and make merry 

without what the prophets indicated as a 

typical element of the messianic banquet 

(cf. Am 9:13-14; Jl 2:24; Is 25:6)? Water is nec-

essary for life, but wine expresses the abun-

dance of a banquet and the joy of a feast. 

This wedding feast was short of wine; the 

newlyweds are ashamed of this. But just 

imagine ending a wedding feast drinking 

tea; it would be a shame. Wine is necessary 

for a feast. By transforming into wine the 

water of the jars used ñfor the Jewish rites 

of purificationò (Jn 2:6), Jesus performs an 

eloquent sign: He transforms the Law of 

Moses into the Gospel, bearer of joy. As 

John states elsewhere: ñFor the law was 

given through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christò (1:17). 

The words Mary addresses to the servants 

come to crown the wedding of Cana: ñDo 

whatever He tells youò (v. 5). It is curious: 

these are her last words recounted by the 

Gospels: they are the legacy that she hands 

down to us. Today, too, Our Lady says to 

us all: ñWhatever He tells you ð Jesus tells 

you, do it.ò It is the legacy that she has left 

us: it is beautiful! It is an expression that 

recalls the formula of faith used by the peo-

ple of Israel at Sinai in response to the 

promises of the Covenant: ñAll that the 

Lord has spoken we will do!ò (Ex 19:8). And 

indeed at Cana the servants obey. ñJesus 

said to them, óFill the jars with water.ô And 

they filled them up to the brim. He said to 

The first sign of mercy: the wedding feast at Cana 

At his Wednesday general audience June 8, 2016, Pope Francis delivered the following meditation 

on the Lordôs first public miracle at the wedding at Cana. 
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The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

involves a series of carefully planned stages, 

marked by liturgical rites in the presence of 

the parish community, in which you embark 

upon and join that community in a continuing 

and deepening conversion into faith and dis-

cipleship. 

The RCIA process is divided into four 

phases to help seekers, candidates or cate-

chumens in their Christian formation. Presen-

tations focus on the Catholic Churchôs teach-

ing regarding Sacraments, liturgy, social jus-

tice, conscience formation and morality, 

Mary, the saints, Sacred Scripture, prayer 

and much more. 

We recommend that you join us if you are 

an: 

¶ Adult non-Christians and Christians from 

other denominations who are considering the 

possibility of becoming Catholic. 

¶ Adult Catholics who have never received 

Holy Communion or Confirmation. 

¶ Adult Catholics who have fallen away 

from the practice of the Faith and would like 

to return to the sacraments. 

To find out more, contact our coordinator 

for religious education, Teresa Gorsage, at 

317-636-4478 or teresa@holyrosaryindy.org. 

RCIA:  
Would you like to learn more 

about the Catholic Church and  

possibly becoming Catholic?  

them, óNow draw some out, and take it to 

the steward of the feast.ô So they took 

itò (Jn 2:7-8). At this wedding, the New 

Covenant is truly articulated and to the 

servants of the Lord, that is to all the 

Church, is entrusted a new mission: ñDo 

whatever He tells you!ò To serve the 

Lord means to listen and to put into prac-

tice His Word. It is the simple but essen-

tial recommendation of the Mother of 

Jesus and it is the program of life of the 

Christian. For each one of us, to draw 

from the jar is equivalent to entrusting 

oneself to the Word of God in order to 

experience its effectiveness in life. Thus, 

together with the steward of the banquet 

who had tasted the water-become-wine, 

we too can exclaim: ñYou have kept the 

good wine until nowò (v. 10). Yes, the 

Lord continues to reserve the best wine 

for our salvation, just as it continues to 

flow from the pierced side of the Lord. 

The conclusion of the narrative sounds 

like a judgment: ñThis, the first of His 

signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 

manifested His glory; and His disciples 

believed in Himò (v. 11). The wedding 

feast at Cana is more than a simple ac-

count of Jesusô first miracle. Like a treas-

ure chest, He guards the secret of His Per-

son and the purpose of His coming: the 

awaited Groom starts off the wedding 

that is fulfilled in the Paschal Mystery. At 

this wedding Jesus binds His disciples to 

Himself in a new and final Covenant. At 

Cana Jesusô disciples become His family 

and at Cana the faith of the Church is 

born. We are all invited to the wedding 

feast, because the new wine will never 

run short! 

© Copyright ð Libreria Editrice Vaticana  

T he soul that thirsts for God is 

first sorry in his heart from fear, 

and then from love. 
ð Pope St. Gregory the Great, Dialogues, c. 590 


